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Abstract

In the Literacylmproving Project, literacy was defined as the ability of/#8rold students
to face the challenge of life and career, acquire and seize the knowledge andndhat tfey
need, as well as communicate and cooperate with others, no matter for receiving higher
education or entering the workforce in the future. In order to figure out whether the students
indeed equip with such abilities as their- i@ar compulsory aedtation was completed,
National Academy for Education Research, in accordance with the Program of National
LiteracyImproving from Ministry of Education, had established the National Literacy
Improving project office since 2012. The Project members grduaied the target, content,
assessment, and investigation structure for literacy, then finally had tievestigation from
2012 to 2014In 2015, following the prénvestigation, it was well prepared to convene the
meetings to formulate, revise, aagamine test questions between April and July in regard to
every field of literacy and take the smadlale test from late August to early September. After
confirming the final versions and how the test questions should be formed of every field of
literacy (total six fieldsChinese, English, Mathematics, Science, Digit, background
guestionnaire survey, and ethics/esthetics were included), there came the formal investigation
which amounted to 9,675 students in October. The formal investigation shows teatrthap
to 60 % of all the students who get through the performance standard of literacy in average,
69.09% for Chinese, 66.63% for English, 62.78% for Mathematics, 57.29% for Science, and

60.33% for Digit.

On the other hand, if we analyze it fronetsight of school type, gender, and urbanization
levels, the statistics for literacy are showed as below: for Chinese, both genders of senior
vocational high school in every urbanization degree area except for the females in middle
urbanization degree ae are all under the average. For English, no matter the urbanization

degree is, both genders of senior vocational high school are all far from the average.



Furthermore, as the urbanization degree lowers, so do the performances. For Mathematics, out

of the females of senior high school to middle urbanization degree areas and of senior

vocational high school to the high urbanization degree areas, the others are under the average.

For Science, in senior high school, except for the females in low urbaniziztipee areas,

others are all high from the average. On the contrary, in senior vocational high school, except
for the females to high urbanization degree areas and the males to middle urbanization degree
areas, the others are below the average. Espedtilynales in high urbanization degree areas
behave the worst. Then come up with Digit. Only both genders in middle urbanization degree

areas are apparently under the average, the others are even high from the average instead.

Recommendations for Policies 1 The Project of National Literaey mpr ovi ngo ai
estimate the result showed from the ability performance of each fields of Literacy for high
school seniors in Taiwan. In general, only part of students in middle and low urbanization
degree areas of semihigh school are slightly below the average, others are high from it. The
other school type, senior vocational high school, not only the performance of every field of
Literacy is under the average, but also when the urbanization degree lowers, soedoes th
performance. Therefore, no matter on the provision for education resource or the adjustment
for school text course, it should focus on strengthening the ability of literacy both on senior
high and senior vocational high school, particularly for the stisdef rural areas, so can we

fundamentally and gradually bring the ability of literacy up for Taiwanese students.

Keywords National Literacy, Investigation Structure, School Type, Gender, Urbanization

Levels.
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